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About This Course  
Human language acquisition is a highly complex domain of inquiry 

and an emergent discipline in its own right. Competing schools of 

thought coupled with continual advances in technology result in a 

highly dynamic field.  

Students in this course will explore the principles of human 

language acquisition, both first and additional language, while 

considering the implications of this phenomenon on their own 

development as Christians and language students through course 

readings and discussion, examinations, and research.  

Assignments 
10% Class Participation. This includes discussion, group work, 

exercises, possible quizzes, etc. As a student in this course, you are 

expected to take advantage of the assignments and subsequent class 

meetings to investigate, question, discover, analyze, etc. You must 

make the investment in the course. Although you will be expected 

to complete the tasks assigned to you in order to better grasp the 

information in this course, it is actually your amount of investment 

in this course that will ultimately determine its value to you in your 

future. Class Activities will include but are not limited to leading 

class discussion, journaling, creative activities, etc.  

 

15% Blog Assignment. For this assignment you will join a closed 

blog group for this course and contribute to and respond to blog 

entries with your class peers on subjects related to this course 

throughout the semester. 

 

20% Research Project. For this assignment you will explore a topic 

related to language acquisition.  APA documentation. You will be 

required to submit a research proposal (see course plan for date). 

  

Texts:  
Pinker, S.  (2007). The Language instinct. 3rd 

ed. Perennial. ISBN: 0061336467.  

Saville-Troike. Introducing second language 

acquisition, 2nd ed. Cambridge UP. 

 ISBN: 1107648238.  

 

Course Policies:  
Attendance. Your consistent attendance is 

expected and is foundational to this 

course, which is designed around the 

benefit of class discussion and activity. 

Weak attendance will directly lower your 

participation grade and indirectly lower 

your performance in other areas as well.  

 

Plagiarism.  Any document submitted to 

me that use another person’s ideas or 

words without proper documentation will 

result in failure of the specific assignment. 

Also, I will file a report about the 

plagiarism with the Provost.  

 

All papers are due at the beginning of class 

on the dates assigned. Late papers will be 

docked one letter grade for each 24 hours 

they are late.  

 

ADA Policy/Accommodations: Any 

student with a documented disability 

needing academic adjustments or 

accommodations is encouraged to speak 

with the course instructor during the first 

two weeks of class regarding their needs. 

All discussions will remain confidential. 

Students with disabilities must contact Mr. 
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The actual 12-page research paper is due on will be graded on the 

following:  

 academic research and rigor 

 accuracy of language usage 

 accuracy of documentation  

 thoroughness of idea development 
 

15% Unit I Test.  

 

15% Unit II Test.  

 

25% Comprehensive Final.  

 

 

Jonathan Abernathy, Director of 

Disability Services to register for 

accommodations. No accommodations 

can be given without first registering with 

Mr. Abernathy. Stated differently, 

activation cannot be retroactive and would 

affect only accommodations from the 

point of activation (registration and 

confirmation of the disability with Mr. 

Jonathan Abernathy) and forward. 

Because faculty members receive official 

letters of accommodation from the 

Registrar shortly after the last day to add a 

class, the student is encouraged to contact 

the course instructor in person prior to that 

time (approximately two weeks after the 

start of class). Finally, students who 

choose to activate accommodations (e.g. 

extended time on tests) must notify the 

course instructor two weeks before the 

exam so appropriate accommodations can 

be made. 

 

 

 


