
Spanish 316 
 

Fall 2013     Spanish-American Literature to the 19
th

 Century  3 hrs. credit 

 

Instructor:      Dr. Karen Martin 

Office:    PAC A-28 

E-mail:   kmartin@uu.edu 

Phone:   661-5225  

Prerequisite:   Any 200-level course; at least one prior 300-level recommended 

Course Meetings:   TR 8:00-9:15, Language Lab (PAC H-40) 

 

Course Description:  

This course offers a survey of representative Spanish-American authors and literary genres from 

the pre-Columbian period to the 19
th

 century, focused on five areas of study: indigenous pre-

Hispanic literatures of Mexico and Peru; narratives of the discovery and conquest of the “New 

World;” Baroque poetry; Neoclassical/Enlightenment poetry and essay; and the emergence of 

Romanticism through the first decades of Spanish-American independence. In addition to the 

literary selections, we will study critical analyses that will enrich our understanding of the texts’ 

cultural impact and contemporary relevance.   

 

Required Texts: 

 Chang-Rodríguez, Raquel and Malva Filer.  Voces de Hispanoamérica:  Antología literaria.   

4th ed.  Heinle/Cengage, 2013.  ISBN 978-1-111-83792-1. 

 Please bring a dictionary to class each day.  You may also wish to purchase a monolingual 

dictionary such as El pequeño Larousse. Wordreference.com is a helpful resource available 

online at no cost.  

 Selections from Restall, Matthew. Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest.  Oxford, 2004.  

ISBN 978-0195176117. 

 

Evaluation: 
I.  Your exams (50%) will include identification, interpretation, and analysis of the historical 

information and literary content covered in the readings and class discussions. You will need to 

demonstrate an understanding of literary frameworks and trajectories as well as of specific 

works. The “Preguntas generales” and “Preguntas de análisis” that follow your reading selections 

are an excellent source for your review.   

 

II.  Your participation and preparation for class (10%) are an important part of the final grade.  

The criteria used for evaluation are attitude, evidence of effort and preparation for class, in-class 

conversations, quality of group work, and improvement during the semester.  Participation is 

tracked daily. In order to receive credit for participation, you must make a consistent effort to 

contribute verbally to class each week. Absences reduce the participation grade.



  

III.  Quizzes (10%) will be given periodically during the semester to help you stay on top of the 

course material and as preparation for exams.   

 

IV.  One 6- to 8-page paper (15%). The paper should demonstrate a focused and coherent 

analysis of a work or works studied in this course. This analysis should be supported by the 

student’s reading of peer-reviewed critical articles and texts.  Papers must follow MLA format 

and be written in Spanish.  All sources must be properly documented.  Use of an online 

translation program is plagiarism. No late papers will be accepted.  You should use the 

MLA Bibliography to search for valid critical articles related to the texts you select.  A minimum 

of six TIMELY, peer-reviewed sources must be cited in the paper.  The page count does not 

include bibliography or cover pages.   

 

First-time paper writers in Spanish sometimes attempt to write the paper in English first and 

translate it later.  Please, for the love of all that is good in the world, do not do that.  It invariably 

yields a sad, choppy, often indecipherable paper as the product of a protracted and tedious 

writing process that leads to an even more protracted and tedious grading process.  Writing in 

Spanish will be much more enjoyable for writer (and grader) if you begin by jotting down some 

key ideas in Spanish, thinking them through (in English/Spanish/Spanglish), finding sources that 

flesh them out and support them, and then developing them in Spanish in an outline before you 

actually sit down to write the paper in Spanish.  Your sources may be in English or Spanish, 

although you will find it easier to write the paper if your sources are primarily written in Spanish.   

 

The syllabus includes a deadline for submitting a paper idea. We will discuss paper ideas in class 

on that date; you do not need to have more than a sentence or two written at that point, but 

should be able to talk intelligently about your plan for developing the paper.  As you move 

through the semester, begin making a list of potential paper topics based on concepts from the 

readings that interest you and that you would like to further explore, and then narrow them down 

by doing some preliminary research before you propose a paper concept.  If you are a Spanish 

major, it is very practical to have the capstone in mind as you choose a topic, and allow this 

paper to form a foundation for the capstone.  

 

Basic stylistic reminders: 

 If you use a quote, leave the quote in the original language.  Do not translate 

quotations.   

 Be mindful of Spanish capitalization rules for titles.  Capitalize only the first word, 

proper nouns, and words that follow a colon, period, question mark, or exclamation point.  

 Per MLA guidelines, insert a header with your last name and page number in the upper 

right corner of the page. 

 Please submit the paper by email, not a paper copy.  I will email you a quick 

acknowledgement when I receive it.  

 Do not type “porque de.” If you mean “because of,” use an expression such as por, a 

causa de, debido a que, como resultado de . . . .   

 

 

 



VI.  The final exam (15%) will be comprehensive in scope but focused primarily on the final 

unit of the course.  

 

A  93-100 

B 85-92  

C 75-84 

D 65-74 

F Below 65 

 

I am happy to provide clarification or answer any questions that you may have throughout the 

semester.  Please do not hesitate to ask questions in or outside of class.  This course will 

challenge you and push you to grow culturally and linguistically, but within a supportive, relaxed 

environment. 

 

Attendance Policy:   

Students are expected to arrive on time and attend each class meeting.  All unexcused absences 

(i.e., those not approved by the Provost) will negatively impact the student’s participation grade.  

Late work will not be accepted.  The instructor reserves the right to reduce final averages by 

three points for each absence in excess of four.  Missing more than 25% of the course meetings 

for any reason will result in a final grade of F. Exams and presentations will only be made up in 

case of emergency.  Students who are scheduled to be out of town on official university business  

on exam day MUST notify the instructor at least one week in advance and make arrangements to 

take the exam early.  

 

Policy on Student Cheating Including Plagiarism/Academic Integrity: 
The following is taken from your Student Handbook: 

“Union University upholds the highest standards of honesty.  Students are to refrain from the use 

of unauthorized aids on examinations and all graded assignments, to refuse to give or receive 

information on examinations and all graded assignments and to turn in only those assignments 

which are the result of their own efforts and research.  Faculty are to accept the responsibility for 

discouraging cheating.  They are to make every effort to provide physical conditions which will 

deter cheating.  They are to be aware at all times of activity in the testing area.  Any student 

found guilty by the instructor of cheating will be subject to disciplinary action by the instructor.” 

 

In this class, in addition to the obvious dishonesty of seeking or giving assistance on exams, 

please remember that cheating also includes: failure to complete your own work on daily 

assignments (i.e., copying another person’s homework answers); taking credit in a group 

presentation if you did not participate in the group’s work; failure to document sources on 

research and/or homework assignments; and plagiarized papers.  If the instructor determines that 

you have cheated on a homework assignment or did not contribute to your group’s work, you 

will receive a zero on that activity.  Plagiarizing on a paper will result in a failing grade for the 

course.  This includes the use of online translators.  Cheating on an exam will also result in a 

failing grade for the course.   



 

Plan de curso: Otoño 2013 

SPA316 

 
DIA TEMATICA ANTES DE CLASE, PREPARE: 

SEMANA 1   

martes, 20 agosto Introducción al curso  

jueves, 22 agosto Voces amerindias; Popol Vuh pág. 14-18 

 

SEMANA 2 

  

martes, 27 agosto La poesía náhuatl pág. 18-20 

jueves, 29 agosto La poesía quechua pág. 20-22 

   

SEMANA 3   

martes, 3 sept. “A Handful of Adventurers” Restall, Chapter 1 

jueves, 5 sept. Colón, “Carta a Luis de Santangel” pág. 24-29 

   

SEMANA 4   

martes, 10 sept. Hernán Cortés, Segunda Carta de 

Relación 

fotocopias 

jueves, 12 sept. Las Casas, “La rebelión de Enriquillo” pág. 30-38 

   

SEMANA 5   

martes, 17 sept. Bernal Díaz del Castillo, Historia 

verdadera 

 

pág. 39-44 

jueves, 19 sept. Bernal Díaz pág. 44-50 

   

SEMANA 6   

martes, 24 sept. EXAMEN  

jueves, 26 sept. 

 

Ercilla y Zúñiga, La Araucana pág. 51-52; Canto I; Canto XX 

   

SEMANA 7   

martes, 1 octubre El Inca Garcilaso de la Vega, 

Comentarios reales 

pág. 64-69 

jueves, 3 oct. El Inca Garcilaso pág. 69-73 

   

SEMANA 8   

martes, 8 oct. Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, “Respuesta” pág. 81-87; VENGA A CLASE 

CON UN CONCEPTO/UNA IDEA 

CONCRETA PARA EL TRABAJO 

ESCRITO 



jueves, 10 oct. DIA DE VACACIONES  

 

SEMANA 9   

martes, 15 oct. 

 

Sor Juana, poesía pág. 87-93 

jueves, 17 oct. Lizardi, El Periquillo Sarniento pág. 94-100 

   

SEMANA 10   

martes, 22 oct. Bello, “La agricultura . . . ,” 

“Autonomía cultural de América” 

pág. 101-107 

jueves, 24 oct. EXAMEN  

   

SEMANA 11   

martes, 29 oct. El romanticismo pág. 110-117 

jueves, 31 oct. Heredia, “En una tempestad,” 

“Niágara” 

pág. 119-126 

   

SEMANA 12   

martes, 5 nov. 

 

Day of Remembrance; No hay clase  

jueves, 7 nov. ENTREGUE EL TRABAJO 

ESCRITO antes de las 9 de la 

mañana: no hay clase 

 

   

SEMANA 13   

martes, 12 nov. Echeverría, “El matadero” pág. 128-37 

jueves, 14 nov. “El matadero” pág. 138-42 

   

SEMANA 14   

martes, 19 nov. 

 

Gómez de Avellaneda, poesía pág. 161-65 

jueves, 21 nov. Perspectivas críticas  

 SEMANA DE VACACIONES,  

23 nov.-1 dic. 

 

SEMANA 15   

martes, 3 dic. Perspectivas críticas  

jueves, 5 dic. Día libre para dormir y repasar  

   

SEMANA 16   

martes, 10 dic. Examen final a las 8:00  

 

 

 


