
Spanish 499:  Seminar in Latina/o Literature and Culture               
 

 

Instructor: Dr. Karen Martin 

Office:    A-28 

E-mail:   kmartin@uu.edu 

Phone:   661-5225 

Prerequisite: Completion of SPA311, 312, 316 or 317 

Course Meetings: TR 10:50-12:05, Language Lab (PAC H-40) 

 

Course Description: 

Particularly in the last fifteen to twenty years, concepts such as “the Latin vote,” “the 

Latin boom,” the “illegal alien,” the “anchor baby,” and the “Latin market” have 

dominated media discussions in the light of changing national demographics. This 

seminar on Latina/o literature and culture proposes an intensive study and discussion of 

latinismo anchored in cultural productions and representations by Latinas/os dating from 

the earliest writings of the Spanish in the Americas to the contemporary period. We will 

read male and female authors with roots throughout the Latin American world as we 

explore questions of immigration and diaspora, identity, language, violence, and 

homeland, often in contrast to the pan-Latino representation typically found in the media.  

As a senior-level seminar course, SPA499 assumes significant discussion rather than 

lecture, and places a high expectation on the student of meaningful and consistent verbal 

and written engagement with the material.  We will read texts in their original language, 

which means that our earliest texts will be written in 16
th

-century Spanish, but our more 

recent ones will be written in English, with various degrees of codeswitching. Class 

discussions and written assignments will be in Spanish. 

 

Required Texts: 

González, Juan.  Harvest of Empire:  A History of Latinos in America.  Rev. ed.  Penguin, 

2011.  ISBN 978-0-14-311928-9. 

Kanellos et al, eds.  En otra voz:  Antología de la literatura hispana de los Estados 

Unidos.  Arte Público, 2002.  ISBN 978-1-55885-346-1. 

Stavans, Ilan, ed.  The Norton Anthology of Latino Literature.  Norton, 2011.  ISBN 978-

0-393-08007-0. 

Quiñónez, Ernesto.  Bodega Dreams.  Vintage, 2000.  ISBN 978-0375705892. 

De Robertis, Carolina.  Perla.  Vintage, 2012.  ISBN 978-0307599599. 
González, Cristina.  The Red Umbrella.  Yearling, 2010.  ISBN 978-0375854897. 

 

 

Recommended Text: 

El pequeño Larousse or another monolingual dictionary 

   

Attendance Policy, Makeups, and Pace of Course:   

Students are expected to arrive on time and attend each class meeting.  Late work 

(including papers and presentations) will not be accepted.  In case of illness or an excused 

absence, students should notify the instructor prior to class, either by e-mail or voice 
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mail, and should ask a friend to turn in their work for them if possible.  Makeup tests 

will not be given.   

 

The instructor will reduce final averages by three points for each absence in excess 

of four.  Missing more than 25% of the course meetings for any reason will result in a 

final grade of F.    

 

Policy on Student Cheating Including Plagiarism/Academic Integrity: 
The following is taken from your Student Handbook: 

“Union University upholds the highest standards of honesty.  Students are to refrain from 

the use of unauthorized aids on examinations and all graded assignments, to refuse to 

give or receive information on examinations and all graded assignments and to turn in 

only those assignments which are the result of their own efforts and research.  Faculty are 

to accept the responsibility for discouraging cheating.  They are to make every effort to 

provide physical conditions which will deter cheating.  They are to be aware at all times 

of activity in the testing area.  Any student found guilty by the instructor of cheating will 

be subject to disciplinary action by the instructor. . . “ 

 

If the instructor determines that you have cheated on a homework assignment or did not 

contribute to your group’s work, you will receive a zero on that activity.  Plagiarizing 

(copying work from other students or from sources such as the Internet without crediting 

those sources) on a paper will result in a failing grade for the course.  This includes the 

use of online translators.  Cheating on an exam will also result in a failing grade for the 

course.   

 

 

Method of Evaluation: 
 

Assessment in this course will be based on meaningful oral participation, quality of 

preparation for class, and significant written reflection and analysis of the texts.  

 

I.  Preparation and participation grades will be given throughout the semester based on 

meaningful verbal and written contributions to class. At times specific questions to 

prepare for discussion will be assigned before or during class as a means of facilitating 

the conversation. (10% of final grade) 

 

II.  In addition to the required readings on the syllabus, each student should read one 

book from the following list of works commonly included in the “Latino canon” and 

prepare a 4- to 5-page reaction paper.  This is not a plot summary, but an engagement 

by the student with the work in a formal and coherent manner, with reference/citation of 

particularly meaningful passages in a way that demonstrates close reading of the work. 

We will discuss these papers in class as a means of allowing everyone to gain familiarity 

with a broader range of literary works. (15% of final grade) 

List of texts for reaction paper: 

Piri Thomas, Down these Mean Streets 

Junot Díaz, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao 
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Oscar Hijuelos, The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love 

Esmeralda Santiago, When I Was Puerto Rican 

Julia Alvarez, In the Time of the Butterflies 

Cristina García, Dreaming in Cuban 

Francisco Goldman, The Long Night of White Chickens 

Loida Maritza Pérez, Geographies of Home 

Richard Rodríguez, Hunger of Memory:  The Education of Richard Rodríguez 

Helena María Viramontes, The Moths and Other Stories 

Rudolfo Anaya, Bless Me, ´Ultima 

Roberto Fernández, Raining Backwards 

 

III.  Tests (50% of final grade)   

 

IV.  Final paper and presentation (25% of final grade) In lieu of a final exam, each 

student will write a 10- to 12-page paper that synthesizes at least two works, one read for 

class and the other pulled from the anthologies used in the course, as it explores some 

area of Latina/o cultural studies (identity, immigration, gender, language identity, 

diaspora . . . ).  Presentations (limited to  8-10 minutes each) will be given during the last 

week of class, with papers due by class time on Tuesday, December 3.   

 

A  93-100     D 65-74 

B  85-92     F  Below 65 

C  75-84 
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Plan de curso: Otoño 2013 

SPA499 

 
DIA TEMATICA 

SEMANA 1  

martes, 20 agosto Introducción al curso 

jueves, 22 agosto Lee Harvest of Empire, Ch. 1 y  Ch. 11.   

Ven a clase con definiciones escritas de “Hispanic” y “Latino.”  

 

SEMANA 2 

 

martes, 27 agosto En otra voz, Introducción (pág. xi-liv) 

jueves, 29 agosto En otra voz, Cabeza de Vaca (pág. 2-9); Fray  Marcos de Niza (pág. 9-16) 

  

SEMANA 3  

martes, 3 sept. En otra voz, pág. 28-30; 32-35;  45-46. Harvest of Empire, Ch. 2 

jueves, 5 sept. En otra voz, Eulalia Pérez, pág. 51-55; Pablo de la Guerra, pág. 67-69; 

Mariano Vallejo, pág. 72-78; Harvest of Empire, Ch. 5 

  

SEMANA 4  

martes, 10 sept. En otra voz, Jesús María Alarid, pag. 92-95; Jovita Idar, pag. 95-97; Harvest 

of Empire, Ch. 3 y Ch. 12 

jueves, 12 sept. Harvest, Ch. 4 y 14 

  

SEMANA 5  

martes, 17 sept. Examen 

jueves, 19 sept. Stavans, 418-28 (William Carlos Williams); 428-42 (Bernardo Vega) 

  

SEMANA 6  

martes, 24 sept. Harvest, Ch. 10; Stavans, 760-79 (César Chávez) 

jueves, 26 sept. 

 

Stavans, 812-28 (Piri Thomas) 

  

SEMANA 7  

martes, 1 octubre Entrega del trabajo de reacción; comentarios sobre los textos escogidos 

jueves, 3 oct.  

  

SEMANA 8  

martes, 8 oct. Stavans, Nuyorican Poets (1344-45); 1357-67 (Pedro Pietri, “Puerto Rican 

Obituary”) 

jueves, 10 oct. DIA DE VACACIONES 
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SEMANA 9   

martes, 15 oct. 

 

Stavans, 1461-1469; Bodega Dreams  

jueves, 17 oct. Bodega Dreams  

   

SEMANA 10   

martes, 22 oct. Harvest, Ch. 6: The Red Umbrella  

jueves, 24 oct. The Red Umbrella  

   

SEMANA 11   

martes, 29 oct. Examen  

jueves, 31 oct. Poesía (selecciones)  

   

SEMANA 12   

martes, 5 nov. 

 

Day of Remembrance; No hay clase  

jueves, 7 nov. Poesía (selecciones)  

   

SEMANA 13   

martes, 12 nov. Stavans (Reinaldo Arenas, 1542-1548, 

“Mariel;” Dolores Prida, 1548-1563 

“Coser y cantar”) 

 

jueves, 14 nov. Perla  

   

SEMANA 14   

martes, 19 nov. 

 

Perla  

jueves, 21 nov. Perla  

 SEMANA DE VACACIONES,  

23 nov.-1 dic. 

 

SEMANA 15   

martes, 3 dic. Presentaciones; Entrega el trabajo 

escrito a las 10:50 

 

jueves, 5 dic. Presentaciones  

   

 


