
SPANISH 111 

 
Spring 2014    Beginning Spanish I   3 hrs. credit 

 

 

Instructor:   Dr. Karen Martin 

Office:     A-28 

Phone:    661-5225 

E-mail:  kmartin@uu.edu 

Prerequisite:  None  

Course Meetings: MWF 9:00-9:50, PAC A-1 

 

Scope of the Course: 

The first semester of beginning Spanish is designed to introduce the fundamentals of Spanish 

grammar and pronunciation and to acquaint students with basic elements of various Spanish-

speaking cultures. The course is designed for students who have had little or no prior Spanish 

instruction.  Placement tests will be given during the first class meeting to ensure proper 

placement and address students’ concerns.  Please keep in mind that in accordance with 

university policy, students who have completed three years of high school Spanish will not 

receive credit for this course. 

 

Objectives: 

The primary goal of this course is to provide a basic knowledge of the Spanish language so that 

students can use Spanish in oral and written communication.  The course includes cultural and 

linguistic information that enhances students’ understanding of linguistic concepts common to all 

languages.  

 

Required Text: 

Terrell, Andrade, Egasse, and Muñoz, Dos mundos:  En breve. 2010 (4th ed.). ISBN 

9780073385327 

 

Recommended Materials: 

A Spanish-English, English-Spanish dictionary. 

 

Teaching Methods: 

This course will be taught almost exclusively in Spanish.  The information shared will follow the 

English explanations in the text VERY closely to assist you in following the Spanish that you 

hear.  You are expected to study the material before coming to class each day.   

 

You are strongly encouraged to use Spanish in class, whether in group work or in your 

interactions with the professor.  Gaining fluency in a language is a process that requires 

discipline and years of study, and you will gain many of the key building blocks to this process in 

Spanish 111.  

 

This is a production-oriented course.  Like any skill, learning a language requires consistent 
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practice.  Reading, even careful and repeated reading of the text, will NOT adequately prepare 

you for class.  Grammar explanations and exercises in the text are very short, seldom requiring 

more than 30 minutes to read and complete.  Therefore, most of your study time should focus on 

additional written and oral practice of the vocabulary, grammar, and concepts introduced in the 

text.  The Dos mundos website offers practice activities, quizzes, cultural links, and reading 

exercises for additional review.  Listening to music in Spanish is an effective way to improve 

your listening comprehension, and numerous web sites allow additional grammar and vocabulary 

review at no cost.  The Spanish word of the day (palabradeldia.com) is a free service that will e-

mail you vocabulary and audio clips at no charge on a daily basis. 

 

If you have difficulty understanding a concept or simply don’t feel confident in the material that 

we’ve covered on any particular day, please discuss this with me. I also encourage you to take 

advantage of the resources offered by the Hundley Center, located upstairs in the library, which 

offers free tutoring by advanced students in Spanish.  Using the link provided, you can make 

appointments for tutoring.  Please sign up early, as slots do fill up as we move closer to exam 

days.  http://www.uu.edu/programs/hundleycenter/ 

Difficulties are usually easy to resolve if they are dealt with early.   

 

Class work will NOT merely repeat information that is in the book.  We will work with 

grammar, readings, and dialogues by doing oral and written activities based on the assignment 

for that day.  You are responsible for preparing the assignment BEFORE coming to class.  In 

order to provide many opportunities for speaking, writing, and listening, we will often work in 

small groups for part of the class period.  Group activities require active participation by prepared 

group members, and this participation forms 10% of your final grade. 

 

EVALUATION 

I. Your exams will have both oral and written components.  Tests are used to evaluate your 

progress in oral proficiency, listening comprehension, reading comprehension, writing, grammar, 

and cultural information. 

 

II. The format for the quizzes will vary.  They will be used to evaluate your performance in 

certain aspects of the material covered. 

 

III. You will receive a participation grade each day.  The criteria used for evaluation are 

attitude, evidence of effort and preparation for class, in-class conversations, and improvement 

during the course of the semester.  If you have not completed your homework assignments 

and/or do not speak Spanish in class, you will not receive participation points for that day.  

Ditto for those darlings who fall asleep in class or use class as an opportunity to catch up on 

texting or Instagram. 

  

IV. The online learning center is a required part of the course for all students.  Any student who 

does not complete these activities on a regular basis will FAIL THE COURSE.  For your 

convenience, the Union Language Lab is located on the main hall in the PAC (between the two 

gyms).  For each chapter, you should complete all of the activities listed under “Quizzes” 

http://www.uu.edu/programs/hundleycenter/
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and e-mail them to kmartin@uu.edu.  In addition to the required assignments, the textbook 

web site includes flash cards, music in MP3 format, and other useful resources. 

To access the activities: 

1)  Go to http://www.mhhe.com/socscience/languages/dosmundos/bridge/ and click on the cover 

of your textbook (the En breve edition).  For the introductory sections of the book, these are 

listed under Paso (Step) A, B, or C. 

2)  On the left side of the screen, under Online Learning Center, click Student Edition. 

3)  Choose the appropriate chapter on the drop-down menu. 

The online activities are due on the day of each exam.  Dates are given on the attached schedule.   

 

V. Comprehensive final exams are a regular component of college courses and are to be 

expected at Union. 

 

Tests, assignments, online activity completion, and class participation are all used in determining 

your final grade.  The relative weight given to each category is indicated below: 

10% Participation     A 93-100 

 10% Online Learning Center Activities  B 85-92 

   20% Quizzes     C 75-84 

 45% Exams      D 65-74 

 15% Final      F below 65 

    

Attendance Policy and Makeups:   

Students are expected to arrive on time and attend each class meeting.  All unexcused absences 

(those not approved by the Provost’s office) will negatively impact the student’s participation 

grade.  Late work will not be accepted.  The instructor will reduce final averages by three 

points for each absence in excess of six.  Missing more than 25% of the course meetings for 

any reason will result in a final grade of F.  In case of illness or an excused absence, students 

should notify the instructor prior to class, either by e-mail or voice mail, and should ask a friend 

to turn in their work for them.   

 

No make up quizzes or tests will be given under any circumstances.  Each student 

will be allowed to drop two quizzes and one test grade.  The final exam CANNOT be used as a 

drop.  In case of absence from class on a scheduled test or quiz day for any reason, the 

student will simply use that grade as a drop.  All students must take the final exam. 

 

Policy on Student Cheating Including Plagiarism/Academic Integrity: 

The following is taken from your Student Handbook: 

“Union University upholds the highest standards of honesty.  Students are to refrain from the use 

of unauthorized aids on examinations and all graded assignments, to refuse to give or receive 

information on examinations and all graded assignments and to turn in only those assignments 

which are the result of their own efforts and research.  . . . Any student found guilty by the 

instructor of cheating will be subject to disciplinary action by the instructor. . . “ 

 

In addition to seeking or giving assistance on exams, cheating also includes: failure to complete 

mailto:kmartin@uu.edu
http://www.mhhe.com/socscience/languages/dosmundos/bridge/
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your own work on daily assignments (i.e., copying another person’s homework answers); taking 

credit in a group presentation if you did not participate in the group’s work; failure to document 

sources on research and/or homework assignments.  If the instructor determines that you have 

cheated on a homework assignment or did not contribute to your group’s work, you will receive a 

zero on that activity.  Cheating on an exam will also result in a failing grade for the course.   
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Course Schedule 

Spring 2014 

SPA111 

 
DAY ASSIGNMENT HOMEWORK 

WEEK 1   

Wednesday, Jan. 29 Introduction to the course; placement  

Friday, Jan. 31 Paso A  

WEEK 2   

Monday, Feb. 3 Paso A  

Wednesday, Feb. 5 
 

Paso A/B  

Friday, Feb. 7 Paso B  

WEEK 3   

Monday, Feb. 10 Paso B; Quiz 1  

Wednesday, Feb. 12 Paso B, C  

Friday, Feb. 14 Paso C; Quiz 2  

WEEK 4   

Monday, Feb. 17 Paso C  

Wednesday, Feb. 19 Paso C  

Friday, Feb. 21 Test 1  

WEEK 5   

Monday, Feb. 24 Chapter 1  

Wednesday, Feb. 26 Chapter 1  

Friday, Feb. 28 Chapter 1; Quiz 3  

WEEK 6   

Monday, Mar. 3 Chapter 1  

Wednesday, Mar. 5 
 

Chapter 1  

Friday, Mar. 7 Test 2; Online Activities Due  

WEEK 7   

Monday, Mar. 10 Chapter 2  

Wednesday, Mar. 12 Chapter 2  

Friday, Mar. 14 Chapter 2; Quiz 4  

WEEK 8   

Monday, Mar. 17  Chapter 2  

Wednesday, Mar. 19 Chapter 2  

Friday, Mar. 21 Test 3; Chapter 2 online activities 

due 
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WEEK 9   

Monday, Mar. 24 

 

Chapter 3  

Wednesday, Mar. 26 Chapter 3: Quiz 5  

Friday,  Mar. 28 Chapter 3  

WEEK 10   

Monday, Mar. 31 SPRING BREAK  

Wednesday, Apr. 2 SPRING BREAK  

Friday, Apr. 4 SPRING BREAK  

WEEK 11   

Monday, Apr. 7 Chapter 3  

Wednesday, Apr. 9 Chapter 3  

Friday, Apr. 11 Test 4; Online Activities Due  

WEEK 12   

Monday, Apr. 14 

 

Chapter 4  

Wednesday, Apr. 16 Chapter 4  

Friday, Apr. 18 Good Friday  

WEEK 13   

Monday, Apr. 21 Chapter 4  

Wednesday, Apr. 23 Chapter 4  

Friday, Apr. 25 Chapter 4  

WEEK 14   

Monday, Apr. 28 

 

TEST 5  

Wednesday, Apr. 30 Chapter 5  

Friday, May 2 Chapter 5  

WEEK 15   

Monday, May 5 Chapter 5/Review  

Wednesday, May 7 Review; Last day of class  

Friday, May 9 Reading Day; No class  

WEEK 16   

Wednesday, May 12 8:00-10:00 a.m.:  Final Exam  

 

 

 

 

 


