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public arguments for defending the families, schools, churches, 
and voluntary associations on which evangelicals depend” (216).  
He continues: “Evangelical Protestants would be better served in 
trying to understand the value of American order by reading not 
the pages of the Old or New Testaments but the debates between the 
federalists and anti-federalists, Whigs and Democrats, or Populists 
and Progressives” (217).  However, it seems that if one takes Paul’s 
teaching in Romans 13 concerning submission to the governing 
authorities seriously—which in a U.S. context means the very republi-
canism, federalism, and constitutionalism Hart admires so much— then 
would it not be the case that on biblical grounds Christians should 
work for political change within the legal and structural channels found 
within republicanism, federalism, and constitutionalism? 
 Given that evangelical political activism (both left and right) 
of the 20th and 21st centuries has never seriously engaged with nor 
learned from authentic (Burkean, Kirkian, Weaverian) conservatism, 
the thorny question is whether ignoring “authentic conservatism” 
is detrimental to Christian political ends.  Authentic conservatism 
may indeed be a prudent option for American Christians living in a 
pluralistic culture.  But whether traditional conservatism can serve 
as a long-term political framework, in light of the lordship of Jesus 
over the whole created order, is another question altogether.
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This recent volume by John Piper (foreword by Tim Keller), is a 
strong argument for the gospel message as the solution for one 
of the most unrelenting problems of humanity—racism. As any 
reader familiar with Piper’s work would expect, Bloodlines ulti-
mately seeks to glorify God in the pursuit of racial reconciliation in 
21st century America. For Piper, the past and present sins of racial 
discrimination can only be effectively resolved through the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. Indeed, racial reconciliation is, ultimately, insepa-
rable from the gospel message of Jesus Christ preached by the New  
Testament writers.
 The book has two main sections. The first section provides 
the necessary foundation: a description and assessment of the 
relevant issues in racial relations. Piper’s testimony (31ff.) of his 
own conversion from the quiet yet active racism of his youth is 
not only touching but profound, since he lived through an era 
of blatant racism in the Deep South (1960s, Greenville, SC). His 
transparency enhances the rest of the first section as he explores 
the labyrinthine issues and nuances of modern day racism, par-
ticularly in America. He gives a rationale for his exclusive focus 
on black-white relations in America (59ff.), but one wonders 
if further attention to other ethnic groups (Asians, Hispanics, 
etc.) would have been more helpful, especially in light of U.S. 
population increases among non-Caucasian and non-African 
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ethnic groups. Nevertheless, his examination of the past and 
current racial tensions between blacks and whites is  informative 
and insightful. And his division of personal responsibility and 
systemic intervention bluntly addresses the need to reevaluate 
and reformulate solutions. Yet, it was unclear whether the book 
aimed to address the problem of racism within the church or in 
the public forum. While Christian faith and convictions should be 
evident within and without the church (as courageously modeled 
by Wilberforce), it seems necessary to clarify the beginning point. 
That America, as well as other nations, suffers from the disease of 
racism is clear. That Christians should have a sanctifying effect in 
the world is also clear. But can the church address racism in the 
secular dimension when clearly the issue still plagues the church? 
Perhaps, Christians need to get their own house in order before 
trying their hand in the political realm.
 The second section delivers the theological bases for racial 
reconciliation for Christians. Delivered in what is now customary 
fashion by Piper, the section not only articulates the inevitable im-
plications of the gospel message for racial reconciliation, but does 
so with explicit intent to glorify God each step of the way. It will 
be impossible for any believer to read this section and continue to 
maintain their racist convictions, at least not without some dis-
comfort. His assessment takes the reader from the basic meaning 
of salvation in Jesus Christ, through sanctification and finally the 
new heaven and new earth in Revelation 21. But his use of reformed 
theology and the five points of Calvinism to structure the entire 
theological analysis are, if not wholly unanticipated, disjunctive. 
In spite of the fact that his presentation of the centrality of Calvin-
ist theology in the dissolution of racism is persuasively argued, 
one wonders whether racial reconciliation can only be achieved 
by proponents of reformed theology? And if so, are the reformed 
churches leading the charge for racial reconciliation? Theological 
differences notwithstanding, Piper’s primary message is clear; the 
gospel cannot be severed from its multi-ethnic (or “all nations”) 
implications; if one is to claim salvation in Jesus’ name, one cannot 
cling to racial pride or bias.

 The book ends with a significant emphasis on interracial mar-
riage and a brief analysis of universal biases (203ff.). These are two 
issues that all will confront at some point in their lives. The grow-
ing statistics on interracial marriage suggest that it is a pervasive 
trend throughout American life. And of course, each person will 
necessarily deal with personal biases based on generalizations. 
Both subjects are admirably addressed from a biblical perspective. 
And the concluding 4 appendices are informative and inspiring, 
particularly appendices 2 and 3 which shed some light on Piper’s 
personal beliefs and practices as communicated in the volume.
 In conclusion, despite some minor disagreements, Piper’s 
Bloodlines resoundingly communicates the need for believers to 
promote racial reconciliation. To champion Christ and to ef-
fectively proclaim him as Lord is to advocate and to practice 
racial reconciliation.
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