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... Recently I ran across a statement that has haunted me like some castle ghost that 
will not go away. David Watson, visiting professor of missiology at Fuller Theological 
Seminary and a canon in the Anglican Church, began his book on The Called and Com
mitted with the following insight: "It is widely held that the battle of the century will be 
between Marxism, Islam, and Third-world Christianity. Western Christianity is con
sidered too weak and ineffective to contribute anything significant to this universal 
struggle." Did you hear what I said? 

-

My Baptist American pride was offended when I read the statement. As I read fur-
ther, however, my heart sank with the realization that the perspective of world Chris
tians outside of Western civilization was all too accurate. When I consider that during 
the 1970s, in Europe and the United States alone, almost 3 million (2,765,100) adult 
professing Christians abandoned the faith to become agnostics, atheists, or adherents 
of non-Christian religions or cults. During the same period, however, churches in the 
Third World experienced phenomenal growth: in Africa an increase of 6,152,800 
believers, or 16,600 each day; in South Asia, 34,813,000 people added to the churches 
(Evangelical Missions Quarterly, Oct., 1979). When I realized that in the Western world 
we now can claim the highest per capita crime rate, the highest per capital divorce rate, 
and have become the world center for traffic iN pornography and drugs, I b~gan to see 
that Dr. Watson's statement was not inaccurate. 

What has happened to render Christians in the Western world so lifeless and so in
effective in representing Jesus Christ in our world? Is it possible that we have watered 
down the Gospel until it has little to say and makes no real claims on the lives of those 
who claim to be C-hristians? Is it possible that we have so separated salvation from dis
cipleship that we say we believe makes 'little or no difference in the way we live our 
daily lives? Is it possible that out Christian colleges and universities have fallen into the 
same trap as the rest of American and European higher education and sown seeks of 
doubt, undermined students' confidence in the authenticity and authority of the Bible 
as God's holy and inspired word, made light of the heritage of faith undergirding this 
great nation, and chosen a value-free or value-neutral approach to the educational 
process? 

Is it possible that our churches and their denominations have been so embroiled in 
their internal squabbles that the unredeemed world has become convinced that the 
Gospel has nothing to offer of substance or consequence? Is it possible that we have 
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the world around us will not sustain this civilization very far into the next century. There 
must be a change. There must be a new direction. 

Let us be bold as to propose an agenda for us to undertake from now into the twen~ 
ty-first century. 

I. High on our agenda must be the desire and determination to restore 'integrity to 
the church and her message. It has to be an embarrassment to God that the churc~es 
have allowed the values and behavior of contemporary culture to shape the way the 
church does business rather than the churches shaping the values and behavior of our 
contemporary society. When social researchers report that surveys indicate no sig
nificant difference between the behavior and attitudes of the churched and the unchur
ched we must know that the church's credibility is being severely weakened. We will 
help restore integrity to the church and her message by leading our students to re-es
tablish the link between religion and life. We must challenge them to dare to believe 
and believe deeply and genuinely-but challenge them to make sure that their be
havior, their morals, their ethics, their relationships reflect their commitment to Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Master of Life. Call them to dare to build their lives, their family, 
their relationships, their professions on the teachings and principles of God's Word. 
Then and only then will an unredeemed world believe the message of the church. 

II. There is a second agenda item· that I am convinced must be included. If we are 
going to make an impact we must re-affirm the Christian heritage and foundations un
derpinning this democracy. It's time to write new textbooks to be used in history clas
ses in elementary and secondary schools. Even a casual scanning of the most often used 
books ought to cause embarrassment and irritation for any serious, knowledgeable 
scholar. One cannot deal honestly with the story of Western civilization without deal
ing with impact of the Christian faith. 

To be sure-there have been atrocities committed in the name of the church. There 
have been those moments when organized religion was guilty of injustice and self-serv
ing. But one cannot ignore the positive influence of the principles and teachings of the 
Bible on the thinking and decisions of the founding fathers of this nation. 

The substance, impact, and value of the Christian faith cannot be limited to the be
havior and actions _of the churches. To ignore the impact of the hunger for religious 
liberty on the part of the first settlers of this great nation, to ignore the impact of the 
Great Awakening and Christian pietism on the shaping of the South, to ignore the in
fluence of Walter Rauschenbusch and the Social Gospel on Franklin Roosevelt and 
the New Deal, and countless other intentional omissions is a crime against legitimate 
scholarship. It's time for a new generation of scholars to arise who will deal honestly 
and accurately with the Christian heritage and foundations of this nation. It's time for 
us as educators to re-affirm and to take more seriously the Christian foundations upon 
which this nation was built. It is an illusion to think that democracy can survive without 
a strong personal faith in the living God. 




















































































