
Master of Christian Studies Required Texts & References (online) 

 
MCS-500 Old Testament I 
 
Hamilton, V.P. Handbook on the Pentateuch. Baker, 2005. Kindle edition available at 

amazon.com. 

Hamilton, V.P. Handbook on the Historical Books. Baker, 2001. Kindle edition available at 

amazon.com. 

Kaiser, Walter. Mission in the Old Testament: Israel as Light to the Nations. Baker, 2000. Kindle 

edition available at amazon.com. 

 
MCS-505 Old Testament II 
 
Bullock, C. Hassell. An Introduction to the Old Testament Poetic Books, revised and expanded. 

Chicago: Moody Publishers, 1988. 

Bullock, C. Hassell. An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophetic Books, updated edition. 
Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2007. 

Goheen, Michael. A Light to the Nations: The Missional Church and the Biblical Story. Baker 
Academic, 2011.  

 

MCS-510 New Testament I 
 
Longenecker, Bruce. The Ministry and Message of Paul. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1971. 

Strauss, Mark L. Four Portraits, One Jesus: A Survey of Jesus and the Gospels. Grand Rapids: 

 Zondervan, 2007. 

Strauss, Mark L. https://vimeo.com/ondemand/fourportraitsonejesus 

 

MCS-515 New Testament II 

Kostenberger, Andeas J., L. Scott Kellum, and Charles L. Quarles. The Cradle, The Cross, And The 
Crown: An Introduction to the New Testament. Nashville: B&H Publishing Group, 2009 

 
O’Brien, PT. Gospel and Mission in the Writings of Paul: An Exegetical and Theological Analysis. 

Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 1995. 

Or 

Flemming, Dean. Contextualization in the New Testament: Patterns for Theology and Mission. 
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2005. 

https://vimeo.com/ondemand/fourportraitsonejesus


MCS-516 Survey of Church History 

Shaw, Ian J. Christianity the Biography: 2000 Years of Global History. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

2016. ISBN# 9780310536284. 

Pierson, Paul. The Dynamics of Christian Mission: History through a Missiological Perspective. 

Pasadena: William Carey International University, 2009. ISBN # 9780865850064 

 

MCS-517 Spiritual Formation 

Boa, Kenneth. Conformed to His Image: Biblical and Practical Approaches to Spiritual 

Formation. Zondervan, 2001. 

Tyra, Gary. Pursuing Moral Faithfulness: Ethics and Christian Discipleship. IVP Academic, 2015. 

Whitney, Don. Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life. NavPress, updated 2014. 

 

MCS-520 Biblical Interpretation 

Flemming, Dean. Contextualization in the New Testament: Patterns for Theology and Mission. 

Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2005. 

Plummer, Robert. 40 Questions about Interpreting the Bible.  Grand Rapids: Kregel Academic, 

2010. 

Willis, Jr., Avery and Mark Snowden.  Truth that Sticks: How to Communicate Velcro Truth in a 
Teflon World. Colorado Springs: NavPress, 2010 

 

MCS-535 Communicating Biblical Truth 

Hesselgrave, David J. Communicating Christ Cross-Culturally: An Introduction to Missionary 

Communication, Zondervan, 1991.  

Johnson, Dennis. Him We Proclaim: Preaching Christ from All the Scriptures, P & R Publishing, 

2007. 

McDill, Wayne. 12 Essential Skills for Great Preaching. 2nd Ed. Nashville, TN: Broadman and 

Holman, 2006.  

Piper, John. The Supremacy of God in Preaching, Baker, 2004. 

Robinson, Haddon. Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository Messages, 

Baker, 2001. 

 

MCS-536 Evangelism and Missions 



Borthwick, Paul. Western Christians in Global Mission: What’s the Role of the North American 

Church? Intervarsity Press, 2012. 

Coleman, Robert. The Master Plan of Evangelism. Fleming H. Revell, 1993. 

Hesselgrave, David. Paradigms in Conflict: 10 Key Questions in Christian Missions Today. Kregel, 

2005. 

Shipman, Mike. Any-3: Anyone, Anywhere, Anytime. Monument, CO: WIGTake Resources, 2013.  

Terry, John M. Missiology: an Introduction to the Foundations, History and Strategies of World 

Missions. 2nd ed. Nashville, TN: B & H Academic, 2015. 

 

 

MCS-538 Christian Leadership 

Elmer, Duane. Cross-cultural Servanthood: Serving the World in Christlike Humility.  
Downers Grove: IVP, 2006.  Kindle edition available at amazon.com. 

 
Finzel, Hans. The Top Ten Mistakes Leaders Make. Colorado Springs: David C. Cook,  

2007. Kindle edition available at amazon.com. 
 

Iorg, Jeff. The Character of Leadership: Nine Qualities that Define Great Leaders.  
 Nashville: B&H, 2007. Kindle edition available at amazon.com. 
 
Mohler, Al. The Conviction to Lead: 25 Principles for Leadership that Matters. Bethany  
 House Publishers, 2012. 
 
Sanders, Oswald. Spiritual Leadership: Principles of Excellence for Every Believer.  

Chicago: Moody Press, 1994. Kindle edition available at amazon.com. 
 

MCS-545 Theology I 

Erickson, Millard. Christian Theology, 3rd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2013.  

Jank, Davey and Marie. Our Witchdoctors are too Weak: The Rebirth of an Amazon Tribe. 
Oxford, England: Monarch Books, 2010. Available for Kindle.  

 

MCS-546 Theology II 

Erickson, Millard J. Christian Theology, 3rd ed. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2013. 
 
Plummer, Robert, ed. Journeys of Faith: Evangelicalism, Eastern Orthodoxy, Catholicism, and 

Anglicanism.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2012. 

 



Tennent, Timothy. Theology in the Context of World Christianity.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

2007. Thomas Nelson, 2006. 
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