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“An appetite for knowledge and beauty exists in the human mind and God makes 

no appetite in vain. We can therefore pursue knowledge as such and beauty as such, in 

the sure confidence that by doing so we are either advancing to the vision of God 

ourselves or indirectly helping others to do so."  

-C.S. Lewis; “Learning in Wartime;” The Weight of Glory 
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The 21st Annual Collegium on Christ, Knowledge, and Wisdom 

January 16 & 17, 2018 Luther Hall 

 

 

Tuesday, January 16, 2018 

 

8:30 - 8:45  Welcome and Devotional 

 

8:45 - 9:30 Session One: Guided reflection on Spiritual and Intellectual Journeys  

 

9:30- 10:00  Session Two: Justin Barnard, Professor of Philosophy, Honors 

Community; and Matt Lunsford, Professor of Mathematics 

 

10:00-10:15  Break 

 

10:15- 11:30  Session Three: Doctrinal Bible Studies  

 

11:30- 11:45 Spiritual and Intellectual Journeys: Jill Webb, Professor of Nursing, 

Honors Community 

 

11:45 – 2:00  Lunch and Film: Babette’s Feast 

 

2:00 – 3:00  Session Four: The Idea of a Christian University: Ben Mitchell, Graves 

Professor of Moral Philosophy 

 

 

Wednesday, January 17, 2018 

 

8:30   Arrival and Morning Prayer 

 

8:45- 10:00  Session Five: Loving to Know: Ben Mitchell 

 

10:00-10:15  Break 

 

10:15-11:15  Session Six: Readings Discussion 

 

11:15 – 12:00  Session Seven: Individual Reflection and Writing 

 

12:00   Lunch 

 

12:45 – 1:45  Session Eight: Going Forward with Spiritual Disciplines 

 

1:45- 2:00 Wrap up and Closing Prayers 
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The Collegium on Christ, Knowledge and Wisdom 

Union University 
 

 

A Prayer Litany    Colossians 1:15-20, 26-27; 2:2-3, 13-14; 3:1-4 

  

Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God; Oh Lord, incline our hearts to live in this 

reality; 

 

Jesus Christ is the first born over all creation; Oh Lord, incline our hearts to live in this 

reality;  

 

Jesus Christ is before all things; Oh Lord, incline our hearts to live in this reality; 

 

Jesus Christ holds all things together; Oh Lord, incline our hearts to live in this reality; 

 

Jesus Christ is the head of the church; Oh Lord, incline our hearts to live in this reality; 

 

Jesus Christ has supremacy in all things; Oh Lord, incline our hearts to live in this reality; 

 

Jesus Christ reconciles all things unto himself; Oh Lord, incline our hearts to live in this 

reality; 

 

Jesus Christ is the full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery;  

Oh Lord, incline our hearts to live in this reality; 

 

God has made us alive in Jesus Christ; Oh Lord, incline our hearts to live in this reality; 

 

Jesus Christ lives in us, the hope of glory; Oh Lord, incline our hearts to live in this 

reality; 

 

In Jesus Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge; Oh Lord, incline 

our hearts to live in this reality. 

 

Jesus Christ is seated at the right hand of God; Oh Lord, incline our hearts to live in this 

reality. 

 

Jesus Christ enables us to seek the things above not on things on earth; Oh Lord, incline 

our hearts to live in this reality. 

 

For we have died, and our lives are hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is our 

life appears, then we also will appear with him in glory; Oh Lord, incline our hearts to 

live in this reality. 

 

In the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Reflection and Notes 
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The Collegium on Christ, Knowledge and Wisdom 

Union University 

Morning Prayers  

Good morning, Heavenly Father; good morning, Lord Jesus; good morning, Holy 

Spirit.  Heavenly Father, I worship you as Creator and sustainer of the universe.  Lord 

Jesus, I worship you, Savior and Lord of the world.  Holy Spirit, I worship you, Sanctifier 

of the people of God.  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  As it 

was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.   

Heavenly Father, I pray that I may live this day in your presence and please you 

more and more.  Lord Jesus, I pray that this day I may take up my cross and follow you.  

Holy Spirit, I pray that this day you will fill me with yourself and cause your fruit to ripen 

in my life: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self 

control.  Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, three persons in one God, have mercy upon 

me.  Amen. 

-John Stott, rector emeritus in 1975, All Souls, Langham Place in London’s West End  

 

 

Jesus Christ said, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, but lay up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven. 

 O God, incline our hearts to follow in this way. 

Jesus Christ said, Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 

 O God, incline our hearts to follow in this way. 

Jesus Christ said, Do good and lend, hoping for nothing again. 

 O God incline our hearts to follow in this way. 

Jesus Christ said, Love your enemies. 

 O God, incline our hearts to follow in this way. 

Jesus Christ said, Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation. 

 O God, incline our hearts to follow in this way. 

Jesus Christ said, Fear not, only believe. 

 O God, incline our hearts to follow in this way. 

Jesus Christ said, Except ye turn again and become as little children, ye shall not enter 

into the kingdom of heaven. 

 O God, incline our hearts to follow in this way. 

Jesus Christ said, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 

shall be opened unto you.   

 O God, incline our hearts to follow in this way. 

 

Baillie, John, A Diary of Private Prayer. Charles Scribners Sons, New York, 1949. 
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O God, we thank you for all those in whose words and  

in whose writings your truth has come to us. 

 For the historians, the psalmists and the prophets, 

  who wrote the Old Testament; 

 For those who wrote the Gospels and the Letters 

  of the New Testament; 

 For all who in every generation 

  have taught and explained and expounded and preached 

   the word of Scripture: 

   We thank you, O God. 

 

Grant, O God, that no false teaching may ever have any power  

to deceive us or to seduce us from the truth.  

 Grant, O God, that we may never listen to any  

  teaching which would encourage us to think 

   sin less serious, vice more attractive, 

    or virtue less important; 

  Grant, O God, that we may never listen to any  

   teaching which would dethrone 

    Jesus Christ from the topmost place; 

  Grant, O God, that we may never listen to any teaching 

  which for its own purposes perverts the truth. 

 

O God, our Father, establish us immovably in the truth. 

 Give us minds which can see at once 

  the difference between the true and the false; 

 Make us able to test everything, 

  and to hold fast to that which is good; 

 Give us such a love of truth, 

  that no false thing may ever be able to lure us from it. 

 

So grant that all our lives may we know, and love, and 

 live the truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Barclay, William (1907-1978), Prayers for the Christian Year by William Hunter, 2012. 
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Epiphanytide 

 

 

 

Trembling before Thee we fall down to adore Thee, 

Shamefaced and trembling we lift our eyes to Thee: 

O First and with the last! annul our ruined past, 

Rebuild us to Thy glory, set us free 

From sin and from sorrow to fall down and worship Thee. 

Full of pity view us, stretch Thy sceptre to us, 

Bid us live that we may give ourselves to Thee: 

O faithful Lord and True! stand up for us and do, 

Make us lovely, make us new, set us free– 

Heart and soul and spirit–to bring all and worship Thee. 

Source: Christina Rossetti, The Complete Poems, ed. R. W. Crump (New 

York: Penguin Books, 2001), pp. 426-427. 
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The Collegium on Christ, Knowledge and Wisdom 

Union University 
 

Discussion Questions on the Readings  

 

C.S. Lewis: 

 

The Weight of Glory: 

 

1. This essay is gloriously hopeful and if we are willing, quite self-revealing.  Consider 

what desires drive your academic work and your life in general for that matter.  Is the 

core of all your desires the desire to be “noticed” by God? 

 

2. Lewis offers heavenly glory as: "Fame with God, approval or (I might say) 

‘appreciation’ by God...Well done, thou good and faithful servant."(p16).  How might 

your work as a professor at Union bring this response by the Lord? 

  

3. " … the redeemed soul, beyond all hope and nearly beyond belief,  learns at last that 

she has pleased Him whom she was created to please.”  Can you imagine you and 

your work aiming at this glory?  Reflect on the hopeful reality that Lewis offers: 

“Perfect humility dispenses with modesty.  If God is satisfied with the work, the work 

may be satisfied with itself.”  

  

Learning in Wartime: 

 

1. What is the purpose of learning? 

 

2. What assumptions does Lewis make about creation and a creator God?  How do these 

assumptions fuel his sense of purpose?   

3. “Never, in peace or war, commit your virtue or your happiness to the future. Happy 

work is best done by the man who takes his long-term plans somewhat lightly and 

works from moment to moment “as to the Lord”. It is only our daily bread that we 

are encouraged to ask for. The present is the only time in which any duty can be 

done, or any grace received.” 

Consider your daily work style.  How well are you able to focus on the present or are 

you frequently distracted by future possibilities? 

4.  How might the following quotes inspire you in your academic work? 

“Good philosophy exists, if for no other reason because bad philosophy needs to be 

answered." 

“But if we thought that for some souls, and at some times, the life of learning, humbly 

offered to God, was, in its own small way, one of the appointed approaches to the 

Divine reality and the Divine beauty which we hope to enjoy hereafter, we can think 

so still.”  
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Richard Foster: 

 

1. For what purposes do we practice spiritual disciplines? 

 

2. Foster states on page 6: “When we despair of gaining inner transformation through 

human powers of will and determination, we are open to a wonderful new realization: 

inner righteousness is a gift from God to be graciously received.” Consider the ways 

that you live by the art of positive thinking and “will power.” How might you begin 

to receive inner righteousness as a gift? 

 

3. “If we are to progress in the spiritual walk so that the disciplines are a blessing and 

not a curse, we must come to that place in our lives where we can lay down the 

everlasting burden of always needing to manage others.”  Consider those whom you 

try to manage, how might you let go? 

 

4. Foster states that the discipline of study is one of the critical ways God uses to change 

us.  Consider pp 64-66 and the four steps of repetition, concentration, reflection, and 

humility. How convinced are you that people, (not just students) need to learn to 

study? 

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer:   

 

1. Reflect on the attributes of costly grace versus cheap grace.  Consider the cost of 

grace in your own life and the relationship between belief and obedience. 

 

2. In the chapter on the Call to Discipleship, Bonhoeffer states:  

"It is Jesus who calls, and because it is Jesus, Levi follows at once;" or "At the call (of 

Christ), Levi leaves all that he has--- but not because he thinks that he might be doing 

something worth while, but simply for the sake of the call."  Consider how Christ is at 

the center of your calling and the sole reason for following. 

 

3. Consider Bonhoeffer’s statement at the end of the chapter: “You can only learn what 

is obedience by obeying.  It is no use asking questions; for it is only through 

obedience that you come to know the truth.” Is obedience to Christ the main 

distinction between the old and new life?  What problems do you pose in order to 

avoid obedience? 

 

4. Bonhoeffer also states that: “wasted time, temptations, listlessness in our work, in 

discipline in our thinking, very frequently have their cause in neglect of morning 

prayers.”  Reflect on and pray about the possible relationship between prayer and the 

development of good ideas. 
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Reflection and Notes 
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The Collegium on Christ, Knowledge and Wisdom 

Union University 

 

Closing Prayer: 

 

 
All:  For the music of creation, for the song your spirit sings, 

  For your sound’s divine expression, burst of joy in living things; 

  God, our God, the world’s composer, hear us, echos of your voice, 

  Music is your art, your glory, let the human heart rejoice! 

 

Women: Psalms and symphonies exalt you, drum and trumpet, string and reed, 

  Simple melodies acclaim you, tunes that rise from deepest need, 

  Hymns of longing and belonging, carols from a cheerful throat, 

  Lilt of lullaby and love song catching heaven in a note. 

 

Men:  All the voices of the ages in transcending chorus meet, 

  Worship lifting up the senses, hands that praise, and dancing feet; 

  Over discord and división music speaks your joy and peace, 

  Harmony of earth and heaven, song of God that cannot cease! 

 

All:  For the music of creation, for the song your spirit sings, 

  For your sound’s divine expression, burst of joy in living things; 

  God, our God, the world’s composer, hear us, echos of your voice, 

  Music is your art, your glory, let the human heart rejoice! 

 
  Text by Shirley Erena Murray 
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The Collegium on Christ, Knowledge and Wisdom 

Union University 

 

 

Post Collegium Questions and Notes: 

 

1. Consider some of the ideas or issues in your discipline that you would like to explore 

from the vantage point of the “pattern of Christian truth.” 

 

2. Make a list of concepts and/or skills valued in your discipline.  For each of these 

concepts/skills identify a correlative concept drawn from your Christian faith. 

 

3. What would “sanctifying the secular” involve in your discipline? 

 

4. Can you cite examples from your discipline of truth devolving into intellectualism?  

Of good into moralism? Or the beautiful into mere aestheticism? 

 

5. What are topics in your discipline that require “serious intellectual wrestling”? How 

does a Biblical worldview strengthen your ability to wrestle with these topics? 

 

6. Provide examples of how arrogance hampers the learning process. 

 

7. How does humility enhance the way in which we relate to our colleagues?  To our 

students? To other faculty? 

 

8. Provide an example from your discipline of the coexistence of honest intellectual 

inquiry and the Christian tradition. 

 

9. How would application of each of the following themes from Paul’s address to the 

Athenians impact the study of an issue within your discipline: 

a. God is the Creator of the universe. 

b. God is the providential sustainer of life. 

c. God is the ruler of all nations. 

d. God is the Father of all human beings. 

 

10. Identify an issue/topic within your discipline that has captured your attention. What 

would it look like/involve to apply each of the following steps to this issue? 

a. Perception 

b. Appreciation 

c. Engagement 

d. Confrontation 

 

11. Identify at least one example of “superficiality” evident in the scholarship in your 

discipline. 
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12. In what ways does this knowledge of Jesus Christ change the way you or another 

faculty member see your academic discipline’s goals, values, or ultimate 

significance?  What difference does it make for faculty (and their courses, research, 

conferences, students and administration) that Jesus Christ reconciles “all things”? 

 

13. Can we think about knowledge not only as information, but also as understanding and 

acquaintance?  Should we make distinctions between the discovery of knowledge in 

research and scholarship, the communication of knowledge in teaching, and the use of 

knowledge in service?  What happened to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 

after the fall and how does the resurrection change knowledge?  To what degree has 

the fragmentation of faith and knowledge (rooted in the Fall) only been magnified by 

the divisions of the modern research university model?  
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The Collegium on Christ, Knowledge and Wisdom 

Union University 
 

Loving God with our Minds: 

Seven Aspects of Integrating Faith, Learning and Practice 

 

As Christians we are familiar with Jesus and the Holy Spirit providing us with 

compassion, patience, joy, courage, and mercy, but what about knowledge, wisdom and 

creative ideas, insight, clarity or thoughtfulness?  In his essay “Learning in Wartime,” C. 

S. Lewis provides an image of the Christian’s pursuit of God in the realm of knowledge 

and ideas: 

An appetite for knowledge and beauty exists in the human mind and God 

makes no appetite in vain. We can therefore pursue knowledge as such, and 

beauty as such, in the sure confidence that by doing so we are either 

advancing to the vision of God ourselves or indirectly helping others to do so. 

In this 1934 essay, Lewis offers an illustration of the Christian intellectual tradition in 

practice. Satisfying our human appetite for beauty and knowledge can show us something 

of the Lord Jesus, who is the core of every thing and every idea (“in him all things hold 

together” Col. 1:17). In this way, our intellectual pursuit of knowledge and beauty 

through reading, reflecting, teaching, writing, and learning are aspects of our discipleship 

to Jesus Christ. This is not always obvious; for many Christian faculty these practices are 

often overlooked as part of their identity in Christ.  When these practices are not 

overlooked, faculty may still be unsure as to how to go about integrating their faith, their 

knowledge, and their discipline.  

As we engage in learning and biblical reflection in every area of life and seek a unity of 

knowledge and practice, we are more likely to worship God in Christ as creator and 

sustainer of all.  We believe that the integrity of this pursuit will be a witness to his 

Kingdom to the academic and professional worlds. There are at least seven core aspects 

within the pursuit of integrating faith, learning, and practice as matters of Christian 

discipleship.  These include an awareness of: 

- the presence and pre-eminence of Jesus Christ.  We believe in the Lordship of 

Christ over all of life and his risen presence in all of life.  The Christian life 

consists in understanding and practicing more fully what it means to follow Christ 

in every pursuit of life and to grow increasingly aware of the moment by moment 

presence of Christ with and in us.  "There is not one square inch of the entire 

creation about which Jesus Christ does not cry out, 'This is mine!  This belongs to 

me!'" - Abraham B. Kuyper.  In order to follow Jesus in the academic world we 

need to believe he knows more and is ahead of us.  He is present in our 

classrooms, laboratories, offices—the time and space of our lives. 

 

- the reality that theological and worldview acuity matter.  Integration occurs as we 

increasingly understand and engage the world through the lens of Christian faith.  

This involves a deeper understanding of the doctrines of creation, fall, 

incarnation, redemption, and revelation and their implications for daily life in the 

academy.  This also requires a growing discernment of the basic premises and 

worldview assumptions that shape the philosophical foundations, values, 

discourse and practice in one’s chosen discipline and profession. 
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- the reality that our work matters to God.  Work can be redemptive, revealing who 

we are (our likes and dislikes; our strengths and weaknesses) and making us more 

like Christ, thereby enabling us to make faithful contributions. 

 

- the reality that Christian discipleship involves more than getting our thinking 

straight.  The good news is that when intellectual practices and spiritual-discipline 

practices fill our days, we further discover that Jesus Christ is Lord of everything, 

including our areas of scholarly knowledge and professional expertise. The 

intellectual disciplines and the spiritual disciplines complement and reinforce 

each other. As we follow him more fully, we become more like him; he renews 

our minds and develops our thinking in all areas of life.  

 

- the false dualism that militates against an integrated life.  This can be described as 

the distinctions between facts and values, the public and private sphere of life, or 

separation between the sacred and the secular.  All of this leads to the tacit or 

explicit exclusion of Christian thought and practice from the discourse and 

practices of our academic disciplines—an idea entirely inconsistent with Christian 

doctrines of creation and the incarnation. 

 

- that integration is a community affair.  Disciplinary knowledge advances through 

careful reflection, publication, peer review and critique and refinement.  Christian 

community likewise can be a place where understandings and practices can be 

verbalized, critiqued, refined, and implemented through dialogue, support, and 

prayer.  

 

- ways of living that have a redemptive influence on the people, ideas, and 

structures of each discipline or profession.  Our faith not only informs the 

dominant ideas of our discipline, but also helps us navigate the institutional 

realities of the university and our engagement with students, colleagues and 

clients. 
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Inquiry and Reflection 

What is the aim of liberal education…but the cultivation in each of us of the 

disposition actively to seek the truth and to make the truth our own.  More simply, 

liberal education is education in and for thoughtfulness.  It awakens, encourages, 

and renders habitual thoughtful reflection about weighty human concerns, in 

quest of what is simply true and good….  Let me try, in a different way, to say 

again what I mean by thoughtfulness, this time by identifying thoughtfulness with 

the activity of questioning, for it is the asking of questions that is at the heart of 

thoughtfulness.  -Kass, Leon R.; The Aims of Liberal Education, The Aims of 

Education: The University of Chicago, 1984. 

 

Each of the following questions include all or some of the seven aspects mentioned 

above.  Review the questions with your academic discipline in mind and consider 

which ones might be illuminating. 

 

1. Describe the purpose of creation and how it affects your discipline. 

2. How are you and your discipline helping creation be what it was meant to be? 

3. How might the physical laws of creation place limits on your discipline? 

4. How does the disharmony between people & God, self, others, and nature show 

up in your discipline and does your discipline recognize this disharmony? 

5. How does your discipline reveal the human condition in all its beauty and 

awfulness for general understanding?  

6. How might God be using your discipline to bring redemption to people, 

institutions, or systems? 

7. How did the incarnate Christ reveal that God loves his all of creation and that the 

fall did not remove its worth? 

8. What are the current critical questions being asked in your discipline?  Are they 

worth asking? 
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9. What are the discipline-related questions you are asking that no one else is 

asking? 

10. What questions does your discipline avoid asking? 

11. What are some questions in your discipline that cannot be addressed without 

bringing the two worlds of faith and knowledge together?  

12. What are the hopes and dreams of your discipline and how can you work to 

redeem them? 

13. How has Christianity affected the history of your discipline?  

14. What is good, true, and beautiful in your discipline? 

15. Redemption gives value.  Contemplate the value of your discipline.  

16. What are some examples of inadequate perspectives on your discipline that groan 

for redemption? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



18 
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The Collegium on Christ, Knowledge and Wisdom 

Union University 

 

Particpating Faculty Comments: 

 

“Modern culture and worldview informs the study anmd practice of our disciplines whether we 

consider it or not!” 

 

“How can my discipline increase my students love for God?” 

 

“I will be more deliberate in presenting my knowledge, personal thoughts and values to students, 

especially in subjectsdirectly related to faith and the philosophical foundations of my discipline.” 

 

“It takes more than academic content to provide insight to students.  I learned the value of 

intentional reflection and then listening to students.” 

 

“I learned a lot about the inter-connectedness of the disciplines.” 

 

“Authentic theology is embodied theology. I want my biography to match my theology.” 

 

“Each new discovery we make in research is a further revelation of God to us.  Nothing could be 

a more powerful motivation than seeing my work as part of God’s revelation of his creation and 

himself.” 

 

“Our pursuit of knowledge is for knowing God, knowing his character, then  for promotion and 

tenure.” 

 

  “I was reminded that Jesus is Lord of all, and the importance of pondering and reflecting on all 

that it means.” 

 

“Integration must be organic (that is, not forced) or it will never have any real meaning to our 

students.” 

 

“We are required to integrate because we are called to redeem creation and thus cannot avoid 

penetrating our disciplines with a probe of Christian faith.” 

  

"Integration is as much a personal challenge to follow, as an intellectual challenge to 

understand."  

 

"The opportunities to apply/ use / integrate themes of creation, incarnation and redemption are 

richer and more varied than I realized."  

 

"I could/should recast my appreciation of great writers as more of an appreciation of God's gifts 

as utilized by human beings."  

  

"My discipline is inter-related to others, in a sense this too links my discipline to my faith." 

 

 “Not only is integrating my faith possible but it enriches and stimulates academic disciplines."  

 

"When I incorporate more spiritual discipline practice in my life thereby my teaching enhance."  
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“God cares not only about what I do, but how I do it.  He is Lord over my profession so should 

submit fully to His authority and work for His pleasure."  

"Faith and learning is a process and not simply a process that we attempt to pass/fail."  

 

“All the resources used in economics belong to the Lord, our job as economists is to learn to 

maximize the value of those resources to the Glory of God."  

 

“I see now that I can focus on integration by focusing on key doctrines of creation, redemption, 

incarnation."   

 

"Bringing our faith and work together reminds us that we have unlimited possibilities."  


